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ADVERTISEMENT

Cnmmonmealtlr of 3toarlmsetk

Secretary's Office, Boston,

December 31, 1853.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

:

—
I have the honor, in accordance with a law of this Com-

monwealth, to transmit herewith the Eleventh Report

relating to the Registry and Returns of Births, Marriages

and Deaths in Massachusetts, for the year ending December

31, 1852.

Considering it to be of great importance that the Ab-

stracts should be prepared under the immediate superin-

tendence of a physician in regular practice, I requested

Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M. D., of Boston, to take the

general charge of that portion of the Report, and also to

write the Results and Observations which form its con-

cluding portion.

In order to be intelligible to all who may wish to peruse

the Report, no technicalities have been used.

On an examination of the following pages, it will be

noticed that nearly every town in the Commonwealth has
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complied with the requisitions of the law of Registration.

In some cases, there has evidently been a strong desire to

communicate information and make such explanations as

the nature of the returns seemed to require. In others,

there has appeared only a willingness to fulfil exactly the

letter of the law. It is hoped that in future there may be

an honest emulation throughout the State to do all that

may be needful to keep up the good character of the

Massachusetts Registration Reports, and to increase as

much as possible their degree of perfection, and to extend

their sphere of usefulness.

The good results which obtain from correct and widely

extended statistics are too well known by statesmen and

political economists of the present day to require any no-

tice in this place ; and the deep interest which is felt in

this community in regard to registration, evinces a just

appreciation of the wisdom of the legislators who founded

the excellent system at present used in this Common-

wealth.

When years shall have rolled on, and the returns shall

have formed a great collection of facts concerning the

domestic relations of man, both in health and disease, then

will it be rare to find a person sufficiently misanthropic

as not to be grateful for the labors and experience of those

who have devoted themselves to the intricate studies con-

nected with vital and mortuary statistics.

The accumulated results of more than eleven years have

now been given to the public, and the Tables have become

sufficient to form the bases of deductions which can be

relied upon with more certainty for estimating the expec-

tation of life among our citizens, than those of foreign
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construction which have hitherto heen used in making

calculations for the purpose of life and health insurance.

The Tables prepared for this Report are more extensive

than those which have formerly been given with the pre-

ceding Abstracts, and are based upon what appear to be

more perfect returns.

The Three Years' Tables, which formed a very interest-

ing feature of last year's Report, have been rendered more

positive by the addition of the results of another year.

Important information relative to the population of this

Commonwealth has been compiled from the last official

census of the United States. Amongst the most interesting,

is the classification of the inhabitants of every town in Mas-

sachusetts, according to sex. In the Observations at the

close of this Report will also be found many Tables pos-

sessing considerable value and interest, which, it is be-

lieved, will commend them to the careful consideration of

an enlightened community.

Respectfully submitted, by

EPHRAIM M. WRIGHT,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.





CONTENTS

Abstracts. 9mmm
»»

General Abstract of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, by Counties and

Towns, for the year 1852,—showing the number of each sex—the

parentage of those born, whether American or Foreign—the nativity

of those marrried—and the age, aggregate, and average of those

who died, ---------._ •?

Table I. Births by Months in 1852,—-showing the number of each sex

in each county during each month, also a recapitulation of pa-

rentage, - - - - . l(J

Table I. Supplement.—Plurality cases of Births, . ... 13

Table II. Stillborn,—showing the number in each county by sexes,

during each month of the year 1852, ------ 19

Table IIL Marriages by Counties and Months, with the nativity

recapitulated, 20
Table IV. Marriages—conditions of parties, with the specified ages of

each, whether first or subsequent, 21

Table V. Deaths in 1852, by Months,—showing the number of each

sex in each county, 24

Table VI. Deaths by Ages,—showing the number of the different sexes,

with their ages in each county, ------- 2G
Table VII. Causes of Death,—'showing the number of each sex with

ages and diseases during each month of the year 1852, - - - 28

Table VIII. Classified Causes of Death in each County, with the ag-

gregate for the year 1852, 37

Table IX. Classified Causes of Death and percentage of each cause

for the four years of registration, under the new law, with their total

and average ; also the classification and percentage for the eleven

years and eight months, embraced in all the Reports ofMassachusetts

Registration, ----------44
Table X. Occupations,—showing the number of each, with the

aggregate and average age at death, in the nine eastern, as well as

the five western counties, for the year 1852, and the whole State foi

eight years and eight months, from May 1, 1843, to December 31,

1851, 50



Xil CONTENTS.

Abstracts. rage.

Table XL An Abstract of Four Years, 1840-52,—showing the popula-

tion of Massachusetts, male and female, according to the United

States Census of 1850; also the number of births and deaths, male

and female, with their respective averages, the aggregate and aver-

age number of marriages, together with the whole number who have

died, whose ages have been given in the same period, with their ag-

gregate and average age at death,-------58
Table XII. Births,—showing the number during the four years,

18 10-52, by sexes, months, and counties, and the parentage of those

born, __--------- 72

Table XII. Supplement.—Births,—plurality cases, during the four years,

1840-52, inclusive, arranged by months and counties, 74

Table XIII. Stillborn,—showing the number in each of the several

counties during the four years, 1849-52, inclusive, by months and

sexes, ----------- 76

Table XIV. Marriages,—showing the number throughout the State in

the four years, 1849-52, by months and_counties, with the nativity

annexed, ---- 78

Table XV. Deaths,—exhibiting the numberof persons who have died

in each of the several counties, during each month of the four

years, 1849-52, 80

Table XVI. Deaths,—showing the number who have died in the

several counties at different specified ages, arranged by sexes,

during the four years, ending Dec. 31, 1852, 82

Observations.

Introductory Remarks.—Massachusetts Reports, 85

Importance of similarity in Registration, 86

Towns incorporated in 1852—Swampscott, Winthrop, Marion, - - 86

Parts of Dedham annexed to Wal pole and West Roxbury, - - 87

Springfield incorporated as a city, -------87
Name of Sherburne changed to Sherborn, 87

An increased interest felt in Registration—how returns of town clerks

can be made more valuable, 87

Neglect on the part of some towns, and praiseworthy endeavors ofothers

to make proper returns, 88

Errors in the Abstracts, not owing to the fault of the Secretary's Clerks,

but to the returns received from the towns, 88

Some of the probable errors in reporting causes of death, 88

Efforts should be made to make the primary returns more perfect, - 89

Changes and enlargement of Tables, 89

New Tables added this year, 90

PopxCation.—Official United States Census, 91

Censuses of 1810 and 1850—decennial periods compared—decennial

increase in Europe, compared with that of the United States—the

United States and western Europe in forty years, 91



CONTENTS. x jjj

Observations.

Increase of each class of inhabitants in the United States for six de-
cennial periods,

()
.

Percentage increase of different classes—less among the free colored
population than with slaves, during the last ten years, - - . 90

Great increase of percentage of the free colored population for sixty
years, attributable to the early abolition of slavery in the States, - 92

Proportion between the white and colored population of the United
States,

02
Causes of increase of population,

Increase of population of Massachusetts—by decennial periods—from
1790 to 1850, 93

Ratio of gain in Massachusetts—comparison of gain with other States—with Great Britain, r>3

Density of population of Massachusetts, 94
Nativity of population of Massachusetts, 94
Natives of Massachusetts in other States, 96

Births.—Proportion between births of children of native and foreign pa-
rentage for 1852, 97

Proportion ofnative and foreign in every county of the Commonwealth
for four years, 97

Increase in the percentage of births from foreign parents, - - 100
Proportion between the sexes—births of males exceed those of females
—more females according to census—the same in England and

- 100
Proportion in Massachusetts between^the sexes for four years, - 101

Whole number of births arranged by counties, according to sex,

1849-52, - - 101

Proportion of the sexes born in the City of Boston, - 102

Relative proportion of births and deaths throughout the Commonwealth
in 1852, and excess of births over deaths, 102

Relative proportion, &c, in the principal cities and towns, - - 103

Plurality cases of Births, -- 103

Children stillborn—importance of recording their sex, ... 104

Marriages.—Classification—among foreigners have increased, - - 105

Classification of the Marriages in Boston during the year 1852—nativi-

ty of parties, ---------- 105

Interpretation of the marriage laws in Boston, 106

Marriage laws require revision or -explanation, - - - - - 107

Proportion between natives and foreigners married in the principal

towns, - - - - - - - - - - -107
Marriages during four years, 1849-52, arranged by counties with ag-

gregates and averages, - - - - - - - -108
Marriages for nine years, arranged according to months, - 109

November the favored montli for marriages—the neighborhood of

Thanksgiving Day, -109
Usual age for contracting marriages in Massachusetts, ... 110



XIV CONTENTS.

Observations. rage.

Deaths.—Comparison of 1852 with former years—less than in 1851, - 111

Average age of deaths for each individual, ----- 111

Excess of females over males, Ill

August and September the most sickly months, - - - - HI
Period of life in which there is the greatest mortality, - - - 111

Importance of knowledge concerning the proportions of deaths, - - 112

More children of foreigners than of natives die young, - - - 112

Duration of life less with Celt than with Teuton, - - - 112

More minute Tables desirable, 112

Mortality in the United States for the year ending June 1, 1850, by

States and Territories, - 113

Mortality in Massachusetts, compared with other States, - 113

Cause of large number of Deaths in the State, - - - 114

Comparison of Deaths in Massachusetts, Maryland and England, by

sexes and ages,---------- 114

Expectation of life in Massachusetts, Maryland, England and France, 115

Causes of Death.—No fatal epidemic in 1852, 116

Importance of Tables for investigating special diseases, - - - 116

Classified Deaths in 1852, compared with those for 10 years and 8

months previous, 117

Zyrnotics—small number compared with previous years.—Cholera,

Cholera Infantum, 117

Special Tables relating to the occurrence of Cholera Infantum, - - 118

Probable Error in reports concerning Cholera Infantum, - - - 120

Croup—uncommonly fatal, - 120

Diarrhoea—Dysentery, 120

Special Tables relating to deaths by Dysentery, - 121

Deaths by Dysentery in various years compared, 123

Erysipelas—governed by causes similar to those which produce Ty-

phoid Fevers—fears concerning its increase, - 123

Special Tables relating to Deaths by Erysipelas, - 124

Intermittent and Remittent Fevers, 126

Hooping Cough, Influenza and Measles—less fatal than the previous

year,------------ 126

Deaths by Measles—undoubtedly chargeable to other causes, - - 126

Typhus Fever—mortality by—included with Bilious Fever and Ship

Fever, in registration, 126

Special Tables relating to Deaths by Typhus Fever, Bilious Fever,

&c, 127

Scarlatina—one of the most fatal Zyrnotics—great fatality in 1849—

mortality in 1852 compared with previous years—various types of, - 129

Special Tables relating to Deaths by Scarlatina, - 130

Smallpox—not very fatal in 1852, 132

Diseases of Uncertain Seat—doubtful in character, - - - - 132

Scrofula—full number probably not reported—increasing in fatality, - 132

Special Tables relating to Deaths by Scrofula, - 133



CONTENTS. XV

Observations.
Tape.

Distribution of Scrofula throughout the Commonwealth, ... 135
Diseases of Nervous Organs—number of deaths increasing, - - 135
Diseases of Respirative Organs—number of deaths most numerous of

any class in 1852—Consumption and Pneumonia the most prom-
inent

> 135
Consumption—most destructive to life of all diseases in Massachusetts

—deaths compared with population, - - - - _ -133
Special Tables relating to deaths by Consumption, - 136
Deaths by Consumption in 1852 compared with those of previous

years, 138
Pneumonia—number of deaths in various years, - 13g
Diseases of the Circulative Organs—number of deaths increased, - 138
Diseases of the Digestive Organs—Enteritis—Dentition, - - - 138
Special Tables relating to Deaths by Teething, - 139
Deaths by Teething in 1852 compared with those of former years, - 141
Diseases of Urinative and Integumentive Organs, - - - - 141

Deaths by Old Age, - 141
Deaths by Violence—Suicide, 141
Allowance to be made for the proportional mortality in Suffolk, as

given in the Tables, 142

Occupations of such as have deceased during the year 1852, - - 143

JYotes, 144





REGISTRATION

OF

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS,

IN

MASSACHUSETTS,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1852.



ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

oo



1852. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

i UJ k.y —-> — .' »-. I'- t"» — A. _. — ' . —
) CO HO CM CO CM CO CO 7? <N CO ^< CM -r CO w

o :o to to io co vo 7. cc io ~ co >o <- o» ^ c «o o> r. <>. /. — m c <^

lOCOi-i^COOOOVrv^-r
of

i- r. 7' x X ~ »o

i-i •** i> io rH o? c> io co co o> oi -* oo i-1 oo -* 35 x i io oo -r co c o • —
i

i-H o ^ cm i-« io cm r-. coot o cm -n-o» o> :: -

X



ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

CO

9
<
w
A



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

~—f — -1 cp "O co t. re — x o> ~ — o> / Ej cm o
5 X) CO 2? t>- « £1 — x "f cm - ** ?* *» ^ Ci © t> -h
>iOiOC^COt^fo^CMCO^O^t^X>r^rHCOCM:r.

CO X> CO "? t>» CO 'O t* 1^ O CD

t>-t>.lOi>"*HX>©*-i>.x>CD
CO i—i ^ co cm co o CO rH hCOh -* i—

lOONrtHaJjNrfHCOOOOOO W^^ COOCDrHiOiTjCMr^PHrHCO
rH r^ rH pH f—i CM rH. CM ^

'—' »—
•
'—i I i I I I I • i

»—
i l i—i I I I I i—i i I I i i oo I t—i i i i i

r>»icx)Oir-ic7iiO'^ioc^»ot>.c^xiX)'^c^^H»-iTtx)i--(Tt| ox)^ cm~co -^ co co
i-H rH CO rl ~ •COLO"^ HlOHHOH-HlflCOCiTO »h CD CM O* CO i-i

rH CM

CCKMHTflOOHQOOJHHWClxfWCJOHHOCO rH»cMrHrHioc^<H«coco«rHoo^irjioc©cocDCMx>cot^i>»oi^
CO HCOHrtT)*C0COC< HiflH rH C> CO CO CM rH i-t

CM

OOQ0HHW««Ti<««OOa0'>0 CM rH t* COOCOf=iolhoJi=ir-.r-tcO
l-H rH rH i—

I

i—I CM 1—1 CM ^

I I I 1 *H I I I I 4 ** I J 01 I I I 4 4 I « 1 I "#i-h I I I I I 0>

rHTt"<* I I CO I I t» I IN^Tflg IHRH I |»« INHH | I ICO
i—i O* i—I CM CO CO lO

^cocMcor*T*^cMO)x>cococ^CMCM^ococoococM©rHCM©»0'<*T*a>co
CM "^"tf OHHO) 00 —I B5 <S rH <-tf CM CM rn CO rH — CO rn rH

CM i-i CM (M

COCiX)CO'^^l^<^li-ia)COUOWX)CO^iOt^lOlOCO'<*Xii-i^X)Tj<rtT}*C)0
CM CM CO iri rH -h t>« CD rH CM CM hco« CM tT CM h uo CM »h rH

—
I =

i—r °

"*X)Tf< I ICM«*rH I I CM CO CM X> CO i-i I I W I CO lO rH iO Ci CM I I I I I

CM i-l r*
cm 8

»-CO'Of-lTi<CMCOCO^COCMOCM»OrHFHi-iOX)CMCMCOCOkOOT^iOCOfHUO^-co corn .*g CO rtQO CM rH CM
CM i-l

I I I I I i—i I I i—I II I I 1 I I I I I i—l I I 00 I I I 1 I I I

CD H
2 *

OCOtN.l>C^rHC^^OCOC^t^WO-HX)X)C^CMr^^CMC>CMrHCO»OCMrHt>.COCO
rN.X)C0CMCMiOC0^C0CM^kCU0X)t>.fHTt<U0CMCMC0CMt^CM»rjO^C0rHc5Tf

i-l i-l CM rH rHCO rH CM CM

C^X)X)CM©^ot^lO^C^©COX>COrH*N.COCMiOCOO}CO^X>rHiCrHCMCOp
COI>t^rHCMCVCMCM^frH C-jCOCM^rHCOXiCMrHCMiOCO £0 CO CM CM rH -^ CM

^8^S2^^^c^S3§^^g^c1^c^S^n^cl^g^2 ^c^
i-^ r-{ i—

I

rH CM CM
rH^CMC*

C»X)^CMCO^^^ScMCMC^O^C^CMCOt^iOCMCOCOt^COX)COrJ<CO-<CMiO
rH i—i CM CM r-^ <«T V3 rH CO "^

CO^COCMX)OlOCMlOCOOt^C^COr>-COQO^CO^^TfNXOI-iX»flO(X)X(NfXiOWmC5^
rHOiCOwiCOrHlOOXlCMXl 'X>^ CO CM CM t^CD rH i/T^

COCO^uf HXHOfN-" »J0C0 xT'sf rH rH CO"CM

CO CM W W CO© CM rHl^COWMO t* 'i O W t>» t>» -h*

Tj^lO CM OCM^rH LO^* rH~t>^
Tj^aTccf r-T cTco r-T r-T -4*

CM

w

-si

II
^ — *2 o a> ~«3 -S «3 = — Ja JS 5"— B -^ ? P «B >s -_.

• b 3 a 8



ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1863.

w
p



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

c^ co •*}; --r. oo -n; i>- r-. — — .-i-cc •
-

. : — i

-

£2 St! S 2 S? S3 S *"*: 3 '
'

' s "--' - - c ;
i - 7 '•

-
'

i

X — C: i* »o <>. -r - /—-:-:> i- -
>
— --

rH_0 t^ 1^00 rf r- h- r» N ." »0 r .0 3 ft 0'—
* cm i-T i-h t-4" i-T o" (^f,-^^

CM rH i-l CO <-H "**< I CM CO "<* rl 21 i - :: —

I I I I I I I I 0« I CO I • I I I •—i I I

CO COCMTOOi^CMpH |HC?!COtJ)N^«>.C^
00 i-l i-l CO CM i-l i-H CM LO il CO CM CM

t>- co lo i* p © 10 lo |icojTfco^-i -«*• co co — r. co
g|

^ ,-, i> rH CM rH CM CM rH CO CO ?H CN

S S3 ^ 2! £ £: ^ 2 ,
£> o o r. ao co ^ o -f- — r. -

CM CM rH i—
I CO rH rf I (Mrf Tt i—I Oi i—I -i CO CO •<*

LO i—

i

£\{

9

n - ': i^ ~
<>• co <- -r ro

o! iO W ::' :;'

co c '0 :: —

- 0' — x -z
£ - — - g— ?• - -o /^

co — i^ r. ^T ifl p- -i CI

I lO I I I

io rr ~ -
1

0' CO i-H

QOi^^^CJ

- '



ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

00

»

W



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

CO — i CO ^
aocoTf la

10 3! ?A ~ — 7" 7- *> - '- ~ '~ © <^ X -• """ - — — '0 X — — — 0' < * - ~ —
05 —i o lo co oo i- 1 cm t -r - r. o 5 • o> o. c -

i - — — - s y. 5 • < - — . -QOHnH H(M i-i CM iiW rtrt i-i

N n o. © w IC C C5 00 N c o r. i.
1

: Ci c - ^ a H CI CO N 'O W f '5 o a O «5 ^ w n"OJ-iCirt^ CM © »H © CO CO CO O O CO CM CO iNO^iSt 35 CO« K ->
CO Tf CO



10 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

00

a

n



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. II

COd

-f o o -* x -r — x 7. ^i:-oo«mc © co tfj r. x x ©d *o oo i a — —
i t ! cc re »o ie 10 us © -^ © cc :> cc — © i>.

j>. ,-^^jh ^^^i^^h O ©^© © i-H © e» X © X © l^ 7' — -
rt -Ti-Tarcrr r-Tr-^ off-TrHTofi-i^ of -lof-i

— c. re re /

w. _, —; r. «e i>. ro
© c' in c i': — ©
?• :: v ?• ::

i-J, B :: •-. r; — c r;

CO n © <^ x © x o? >e i:r.i*x^rc © r. r. : > <

-

d rr d <* d t>. co i co co n in co d x x -r n os d co r. :—
* o?



12 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRTACES, AND DEATHS. J

3

jh coco g> th © lo ci cj « wc l1

: t ^ t ^ - n o n -c t -o w « o c '«c 01 - / — -

"'SL:*'*" ^' — l~ ?' n c. n ^ oo o h o w r: (^ 7. i :. - — / — - R / ,- ~.
i-h cqt* i^co icol: <© os & co t>. o wc^qjN -r ^qqqioflONO ft w e r. ?: — S
r-l i—

I
i—

I
f-Tt-T ,-T (jfp^—T P-Tl-?'rHrH

,

pH'of ~'< — —.'

w^hiohoow tpcmco coojcmtt- o o* co coco o« -* co 01 63 r- .--?::-- 53

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 1
1—

i i i i i oo i— i i i i i i i i i

—
~r

co£J*ocooco-<***aO'*©ioioi.o-f'Cv?' — < -< re o> r: tcccN —
«rHO* CM WH OlHrt* rH rH CO CM O* rl CM 0^ — 7-' CO 1 25 00 — — "

^cMi>cMcopHCOTt«,5coi>.cooo?cM'^-H"^rti>.T^cMo olFi^r— S - r d~© aocrH CM CO COr-l rHrHCM HH COC!«HHHHrtC{« rH»C$rHjC*«
co^o*jOrH«g©aocor>»^.aoi-ii>» co co -* o«xi.:x^i: io*:h-:n-i- —
O* Tt< rH iO rH GO CO ^ CM CO CO CM Oi Tf O Ol CO CO CO OJ ^ CO O? CM - <~ - T' ~ -co

ll||||||||||G«llliHfH|FH|iH||||OtiH||||iHfH
r* I rH CM I ^ I i j

|T*rH I CO CO r-1 CO |HHH ICO I H I CO h* I P^H I fH rH 'S
"«* CO n

a

^^(^OOOrHlOOCOC^COJ>^OCOOOOCMlO<T^"^CiOOCMCOOOCM O O~00 CM i-*~ I
rHCM CM CM i—

I

rHrH i—I r-IOHC0 HrtrlHHH "* CM r-l i—I r-I CM o

l>TfCOOOC5^FHOUOCOCOTt<C^^C^^Tt<OrHTtOCOl^C»'C5 0iaO — 0>3 — X—-cc =
r-i(M (0! CM f-( t—I r-l i—I HrtlOrtCOHHHHnriri X 'O I—I iH — T' C

o

CO CM CM 1C rH I *C I I IrHrHCOrHCMCMCOCM If- |HTf I
H C? N N 17! I I CM — *

i-i fh fh cm — re tj<

CM
OWHlOCJO I rH CO rH CO iQOOCOOJOCtWCl^COOOCHQO I

-* "tf i
• ~ t> c —

r-i © HCO rtrtts OJ CM rH CM i-i CM

C.tnCiO'O^QOiCNTfLOMOTfOOWC.COOOTfC.CCOCC-CO WO* Oi OS o «c
CM'* CO CM O F-lCOrJHlOCMCOCM^i-OXrr(TM'^CO CO 00 C( TT Nh 7T C T 1 -

r-l

cofh i j j j j j i i i fh i mini i i i i i co i i i n i m i r *

£
. — *c -h c c c: r. c: n cm x cm x (^ o» r> o> x re o r. ».o -tic r. co co o> x — i>» m co «
CMCO "* fh i> r-1 CM CM CO HHOW^ClriHrtriraiOHH-FJCrtMn^ ^<

rH i—

i

•

»COOOCOCOFHOC>QONNW'!tWOlOOJ'* t-TiO X C? (^ 1C N CO -r M 35 C»
r-iCO WH00H t-^CMOfHCOOJOCOOCMCMCOCMfhCMt* ri'CO CO lO CM CM CO f-i i-h

OOCJdCOOOWOOlCCi^HLCMNCJNH'^CONCJC-OOON'C'Cr''': X
roffirtOCtCOJH^lOFHOJiocCClOH^COmTfilMCOCllMLCtOOF^I'LCXCJFi

rH i—

1

rH rl CM

lOCOOCOCOrHCOOOCOlOCOCMX
i>.C0t>.t>.^)C^CO-^t>.F-lFH'!*l>.X <©X Q00 CO CM Oi co o^ao QO '

FH~of Of rfH F-TcofccT f-Tf^IO F-TCO i-H^rH fH f-i r-l CM CO rH r-l Tji CO rH Oj ?'

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

H I I I I I • I I I I I I I I I I ' I ' ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' r^

W B
S i • • • & •

,

r
• • • •

•

C *-• g -•£ rT©<C o B rt ^ o 2

i i i i o ' ' tT wC • ' ' a s Sjo '

r tj a?



14 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

O .O

P= 2

OONHOf tW« - I- <^ X "- 0^ co
* © t>^ cm x *>." /.' to
rj< r* rj< CO rH CO CO&

00 H H Of N K i.t 35
lO QO l> 1> l^ M J. —

n -^ 3 m^ - n n r:
-: i: - •: x n ^

?' - " <-<>. — <-. — i >. ^ DCO W5 fc^COM
to co t^ -h © /5 — <

-' •-" ji r! — <-' irf i-c" i
o» tt — r: -r N cm co co c> N 7* ?> co co cR

CO OGD CO "H -H i.O —
i Efl ffi ?> 7' - — O CO— / c - r. re eg cc »o 7> o» S 2

o^ kro —;
< » >o ©^ r. — CO X -r co r*< o

r-TrH r-TrH rH
-

r-Tr-^ r-Tr-T r-Tr-i^cT

O O lO N O 00 O W
rHOJrHrHCMCMCMCO

qo rH co <^ — ~ -.7 ~ • - —i -h co go j^ -h c:Tr^GMCO^i-i^cooiiOLOcoT-ieoTfr;
co

lllllllllllrHll-tlllllllICO

CO O O N O W h N h W o t t C-t X X X <^ — ~ w r r-
T-l rHrHrHCOCMrHrHCMrHCMrH CM CM i—IriPM-1

TfHIflOHkOTjtCO 35 ~ CO <0> O !>. t>. h CO H -f >0 X — X co"
i—IHrI CM <T\{ rH CM r-I CM CO rH rH CM C5

OOlONOOHtCO
1-^CMr-lrHCMCOCMCO

o i—i co t>» rf 05 os o* co o> >o — x <^ r» <^
»O^CMCO^rH^COCMOlOCOr-iCO^O

CO

I rHrl I I I I I I I I | | | O? I I I I I I I
il i-l

I I I I I | I TflOHH | «rt | HOJC3 I I I | H

<Oriioo?-ooiococMcoi>r^CM©T-'coco |cco>aoco^H'<tf
rH CM r-lCNiHH Hi-irHGMrHrHi—I CM r-i <M lO

t 1

N«W!MOC0CJ00WTtiNC5«lW(?»WC0C(M00mC0O
i—

I

CM HCMHH rHrHr-iCMrHrHrHGM rH CM CM



1852.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. \r,

2? 22 £ fcs^ S iS ** °° oi <* ^3 oo
Oi 1-; © lo t>. io 35 — 30 <

~ :t r. — _
crrr. c x <>.' (^

—
' irf 5g - co © ©

co co <m t o* co o* co oi co o? co o? co



16 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

Table I. BIRTHS—1852.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex born in the several Counties

(luring- each of the months of the year.
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Table I. Births—ls;"i2

—

Continued.
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Supplement to Table I.

Births— Plurality Cases in 1852.

(Included in Table I. of Births.)
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Table II. STILL BORN—1852.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex in the several Counties, during

each month of the year,

18 5 2.

| 1 Sex.
c

*
1
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Table III. MARRIAGES—1852.

Exhibiting the number solemnized in the several Counties in each

month of the year,

18 5 2.

Months.



1852.1 MARRIAGES. 21

Table IV. MARRIAGES—1852.

Exhibiting- the Conditions and Ages of parties married during the

twelve months of the year,

1852.
(A.) First Marriage of both parties.
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Table IV. Marriages—1852

—

Continued.

(C.) Subsequent marriage of the Male, but first marriage of
the Female.
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Table IV. Marriages—1852

—

Continued.

(E.) Conditions of Parties not stated.
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Table V. DEATHS—1852.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex in the several Counties during

each month of the year,

18 5 2.

CO



1852.] DEATHS.

Table V. Deaths—1852

—

Continued.
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Table VI. DEATHS—1852.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex, at different ages in the several

Counties, during the year,

18 5 2.
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Table VI. Deaths—1852

—

Continued.
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FOUR YEARS' ABSTRACT

In Table XL the following towns have been rejected in the

calculations, on account of the manifest incompleteness of their

returns, viz. : Barnstable, Somerville, Oxford, and Southbridge.

The other towns, which appear with blanks opposite their popu-

lation, did not make returns all of the four years for which these

tables are made up. They are, Dennis, Cheshire, Clarksburg,

New Ashford, Savoy, Groveland, Conway, Rowe, Chester, Hol-

yoke, Longmeadow, Greenwich, Melrose, Winchester, Middle-

borough, Clinton, Dana, Sterling, and Upton. West Roxbury

is classed with Roxbury, and Winthrop with North Chelsea.
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25.19 41.86 34.39
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS.

Already ten Reports relating to the Registry and Returns of

the Births, Marriages and Deaths, which have occurred within

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have been prepared, in

accordance with legislative requirement, under the superintend-

ence of the Secretary of State.

The first of these, presented to the legislature in February,

1843, purports to contain the results of registration for the year

commencing on the first of May. 1841 ; and although very im-

perfect, from the meagreness of the returns from some towns,

and from the utter neglect on the part of others to comply with

the requisition of the existing law, is, nevertheless, the most able

document of the kind, prepared in this country up to that time.

Successive years have suggested new topics of inquiry ;
and an

increased attention to the subject by the municipal officers whose

duty it has been to collect material, and the additional light

which has been afforded by scientific researches, have done a

great deal to make the subsequent Reports much fuller in their

details, and of more interest and real value to those engaged in

investigations in the science of vital statistics. The author of

that pioneer Report brought together, in a very succinct and

compendious form, the principal facts, foreign as well as do-

mestic, relating to registration ; and to that valuable production

chiefly is the Commonwealth indebted for the instructive docu-

ments which have annually appeared on that interesting subject

under the sanction of the Secretary.

Since the appearance of the first Massachusetts Report, several

modifications and important alterations have been made in the

laws of registration, and the marriage law has been entirely

changed by several subsequent legislative enactments. In many

of the States of the Union, registration laws, very similar to
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those of this State, have been passed ; and it is a matter of much
just pride to this Commonwealth that the system adopted and

practised here has so generally met with approval elsewhere, and

that most of the reports which have been made to the legisla-

tures of other States bear a considerable analogy to those which

have emanated here.

It is of great importance that this similarity should be preserved

in future reports, and that it should not be disregarded wherever

attempts of the same nature are to be made hereafter ; for a con-

centration of results on particular points, produced from a multi-

plicity of facts, will give a much greater degree of certainty to

statistical calculations and deductions ; which, although they

never can be regarded as positively certain, may often approach

the truth to a remarkable degree. It is therefore with this idea

prominently in view, that the present Report is made to conform

so nearly with those which have preceded it.

During the period embraced in this Report, from December 31,

1851, to December 31, 1852, several new towns have received

acts of incorporation. These, of course, have been taken from

the territorial limits occupied by other older towns. As will be

noticed, on examining the preceding Tables, none of these new
corporations have made returns, and the items of record for part

of the year in the cases of all will necessarily be included among

those of the parent towns. A short and somewhat imperfect

account of these new towns follows.

The town of Swampscott, formerly part of the city of Lynn,

in the county of Essex, and comprising the most easterly portion

of its territory, was incorporated on the twenty-first of May,

1852. It contained, at the time when it was set off from Lynn,

about six hundred inhabitants, most of whom were transient,

their occupations being connected with the fisheries.

The town of Winthrop, which once formed the most easterly

part of North Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk, was incorporated

for town purposes on the twenty-seventh of March of the same

year. The number of its inhabitants is, by estimation, about

three hundred, of whom about sixty are legal voters.

The town of Marion, embracing the south-easterly portion of

Rochester, in the county of Plymouth, was set off as a separate

town on the fourteenth of May, 1852. The number of its in-
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habitants, at the date of its incorporation, was supposed to be a

few more than one thousand.

In the course of the same year, Dedham, the shire town of

Norfolk County, was twice curtailed of its territory. The south-

westerly part, containing about three hundred acres, was annexed

to the town of Walpole, in the same county, on the thirtieth of

April; and the north-easterly portion, a more populous district of

the town, was joined to West Roxbury, also in the same county,

on the twenty-first of the same month.

In April, 1852, the legislature authorized the town of Spring-

field to organize a city government by an act which received the

executive sanction on the twelfth of the same month. The first

election under the city charter took place on the thirteenth of

the ensuing May.

On the third of May the name of the town of Sherburne, in

Middlesex County, was changed by legislative enactment to

Sherborn, which accounts for the new mode of spelling the name
in this Report.

The above mentioned facts must be borne in mind in drawing

conclusions from the preceding Tables
; for, although these

changes do not affect results deduced by counties, nevertheless

they would make those vary from the truth that depend upon

the individual towns which have been the subjects of change.

It is evident from the returns of the town clerks, received at

the office of the Secretary, that an increasing interest is felt

throughout this Commonwealth on the subject of vital and mort-

uary statistics. With some clerks it is customary to annex con-

cise remarks, in the form of explanatory notes, to such items as

appear to require them. These remarks are of more value

than is generally supposed ; and could it become the general

practice of the officers who are required to transmit returns, to

accompany them with comments upon the most important facts

concerning health, disease and death, as manifested in their sev-

eral towns, much valuable and desirable knowledge would be

elicited. Among the numerous matters which should be noticed,

are the peculiar and accidental causes of disease and death, the

unusual occurrence of any disease, whether epidemic or not, and

more especially of such as are endemic. When the reasons for

the appearance of any of these can be satisfactorily obtained,

they should be mentioned at large.
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While it is worthy of notice that attention to the requirements

of the law of registration is yearly increasing, it is a matter of

much regret that some towns are very negligent and imperfect in

performing their duties. As an honorable and praiseworthy ex-

ception, must be mentioned the voluminous and carefully pre-

pared returns from the office of the Registrar of the city of

Boston. For many years previous to his election to office, no

births were collected to be recorded, nor was the law enforced

on this point. An examination of the early Reports on registra-

tion shows a total neglect on the part of Boston to aid the inter-

esting objects aimed at by these laboriously prepared documents.

Since the present Registrar has so ably filled his office, that part

of the duty has been performed with great care and perfection.

The excellent reports annually submitted to the city council of

Boston by that officer, yield much information, and form the

basis of the remarks in this Report relating to the statistics of

the capital of the Commonwealth.

On a strict examiuation of the Tables which precede these

remarks, it will be noticed that many returns must have been

made very erroneously or carelessly. It cannot for a moment be

supposed that three hundred and forty-six children, under the age

of five years, have died during the year 1852 of consumption,

in the strict meaning which nosologists give to that term as

indicating disease of the lungs. That these children, or most

all of them, may have died of marasmus, or some other kindred

disease, causing a gradual wearing away or perishing of the sys-

tem, is not impossible. Yet in the returns received from the

town clerks, such is the statement ; and in making up the Tables

in the Secretary's office they have to be entered strictly accord-

ing to the official return, as the clerks who prepare the Tables

cannot be supposed to be able to go beyond the record to guess

what the facts really are. Other procedure would be more in

accordance with speculative theories, than with pure abstract

matters of recorded fact. So in the columns assigned to dysen-

tery are set down six hundred and fifty-two deaths of children

under five years of age. Many of these may have died of dysen-

tery, but it is reasonable to suppose that a very large proportion

of them actually died of diseases connected with teething, such

as diarrhoea, cholera infantum, etc., or with other infantile disor-

ders, of which something resembling dysentery may have been
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one of the terminating symptoms of disease. On the other hand,

it cannot be supposed, as is stated in the returns of last year,

that a person died of cholera infantum at the age of twenty-three

years and thirteen days. Some deaths are classed as having

occurred from malpractice : it must, indeed, be a sapient reporter

who can, in these days of legalized empiricism, justly discrimi-

nate so as to say what deaths should, and what should not, be

charged as attributable to this account. A few deaths are classed

in the columns of mortification and sudden deaths ; and the large

number of four hundred and twenty, making 2.27 per cent, of

all the deaths which have occurred during the year within the

Commonwealth, are registered as from unknown causes. During

the eleven years and eight months embraced in the Massachu-

setts Registration Reports, the whole number of deaths which

come within this last category amounts to nine thousand five

hundred and seventy-three.

It does seem that something might be done to render the

primary classification more perfect before the returns are made to

the Secretary. In the smaller towns, where the mortality is

inconsiderable, it would be a very small affair for the collecting

officer to review his labors appertaining to the registration of

deaths, and perhaps to revise them under the superintendence of

some competent and regularly educated physician, before making

his final transcript. A very small amount of well spent labor

would assist much in the perfection of the tables, and add much
to their value.

As has before been said, tables corresponding to those which

have appeared in former Reports have been prepared with much
care and printed with this. The chief alteration in any of them

is in Table IX., where the classified causes of death and percent-

age of each of the last four years, 1849-52, with their total and

annual average, together with the whole number and percentage

of all the deaths which have been reported since the commence-

ment of registration in this Commonwealth,—embracing a period

of eleven years and eight months, commencing on the first of

May, 1841, and ending on the thirty-first of December, 1852,

—

are given instead of the classification acccording to sex for the

year 1851, and the aggregate of the three preceding years.

Table X., designated Occupations, exhibits the entire number

12



90 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

of deaths of persons over twenty years of age, with the aggregate

and average ages of such persons as have pursued different vocations

and employments who have died during the year. In this Report

the deaths are divided into two classes ; the first, comprising those

of the nine eastern or seaboard counties, and the second, the five

western or inland counties. To these are appended the whole

number of deaths of persons over the age of twenty years who
have deceased for the previous eight years and eight months,

commencing on the first of May, 1843.

Table XL, entitled Four Years' Abstract, has been varied from

that of the preceding year, by leaving out the comparison of the

two last censuses, and other matter that did not require repetition.

Instead of these portions, the following particulars have been

substituted, namely: the population according to the census of

1850, for each town and county of the Commonwealth, classified

according to sex; the aggregate number of births for the last

four years, male and female, with the annual average ; the whole

number of marriages for the same term, with the annual aver-

age; and the whole number of deaths for the same period, male

and female, with the annual average, and the number whose age

is given, together with the aggregate and average age at death.

Table XII., exhibiting the number, at several specified ages,

of each sex who have been united by marriage to those of the

other sex, etc., during the period of six years and eight months,

has been omitted, as has also Table XI1L, containing the deaths

of four years arranged according as the deceased were married,

unmarried, or widowed. In place of these, Tables have been pre-

pared to show— 1, the number of each sex born in the several

counties, during each of the different months of the four years,

1849 to 1852, inclusive; 2, the plurality cases of births in the

years 1S49 to 1852, inclusive ; 3, the number of stillborn chil-

dren of each sex in the several counties for the same time,

arranged in months ; 4, the number of marriages solemnized in

the several counties for the same years, arranged in months; 5,

the number of deaths of each sex in the several counties, during

each month of the years 1819, 1850, 1851 and 1852, combined;

and 6, the number of deaths of each sex, at different ages, in the

several counties, during the same period of time.
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POPULATION.

Before entering upon a consideration of the results more inti-

mately connected with the births, marriages and deaths, a glance

at the population of the Commonwealth will not be unprofitable

nor irrelative. The facts contained in the last published Reports

of the Superintendent of the Seventh Census of the United States,

are suggestive of much on this point. On an examination of these

valuable documents it will be perceived that the aggregate increase

of population during the decennial period embraced within the

years 1840 to 1850, inclusive, "shows, from all sources, a relative

advance greater than that of any other decennial term, except

from the second to the third census, during which time the

country received an accession of inhabitants, by the purchase of

Louisiana, considerably greater than one per cent, of the whole

number. Rejecting from the census of 1810, 1.45 per cent,

for the population of Louisiana, and from the census of 1850 one

per cent, for that of Texas, California, etc., the result is in favor

of the last ten years by about one-fourteenth of one per cent.
;

the gain from 1800 to 1810 being thirty-five per cent. ; and from

1840 to 1850, 35.28 per cent. But without going behind the

sum of the returns, it appears that the increase from the second

to the third census was thirty-two hundredths of one per cent,

greater than the increase from the sixth to the seventh."
11 The decennial increase of the most favored portions of

Europe is less than 1* per cent, per annum, while with the

United States it is at the rate of
3-J

per cent. According to our

past progress, viewed in connection with that of European na-

tions, the population of the United States, in forty years, will

exceed that of England, France, Spain, Portugal, Sweden and

Switzerland combined."

The increase per cent, of each class of inhabitants in the

United States for the six decennial periods extending from 1790

to 1850, including the last named year, is given in the following

Table, taken from the Report submitted by the Superintendent of

the Census in December, 1851.



92 ELEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1852.

CLASSES.
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slavery in some of the States during the earlier periods, and to

emigration during the latter.

In the Report of the Superintendent of the Census it is stated

that, " sixty years since, the proportion between the whites and

blacks, bond and free, was 4.18 to 1. In 1850, it was 5.4 to 1,

and the ratio in favor of the former race is increasing. Had the

blacks increased as fast as the whites during these sixty years,

their number, on the first of June, [1850,] would have been

4,6S6,4l(); so that, in comparison with the whites, they have

lost, in this period, 1,053,660."

A considerable portion of the increase of the whole population

is attributable to the accessions from new territory and from im-

migration ;
the latter being a fruitful cause of our increase, while

it helps much to reduce the percentage of increase in European

nations. It is estimated that the arrivals of foreigners in the

United States during the ten years, 1840 to 1850, have exceeded

1.500,000.

During the same periods the increase of the population of

Massachusetts has been as follows:

—

From 1790 to 1800, 11.70 per cent.

From 1800 to 1S10, 11.50 percent.

From 1810 to 1820, 10.90 percent.

From 1820 to 1830, 16.60 per cent.

From 1830 to 1840, 20.80 per cent.

From 1840 to 1850, 34.81 per cent., and

From 1790 to 1S50, 162.59 per cent.

By an examination of the above, it appears that Massachusetts

has gained in nearly as large a ratio during the last ten years as

has the United States, the Commonwealth having, without any
additional territory, an increase of 34.81 per cent., while, with

large acquisitions of territory, the United States shows only an

increase of 36.28 per cent.

Compared with the other States which existed as such in 1790,

only one, Rhode Island, shows a larger proportional increase dur-

ing the last decennial period. Of all the States, those called the

north-western, and Rhode Island, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana,

Missouri and Arkansas, have alone increased in more rapid ratio.

Massachusetts also compares favorably with Great Britain and
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other European countries. The percentage of increase of inhab-

itants in Great Britain was at the rate of 14, 18, 15, 14, and 12,

for the last five decennial periods ending in 1851, and 98 for the

aggregate period of fifty years.

The area of Massachusetts in square miles is about 7,800, there

being three States, Rhode Island, Connecticut and Delaware,

that contain less. By the last census it numbered 830,066 native

inhabitants, 160,909 of foreign birth, and 3,539 whose places of

nativity are unknown, making in all an aggregate of 994,514,

standing as the sixth in extent of population, exceeded only by

New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia and Tennessee. As to

density of population it stands first among the States of the

Union, containing 127.49 inhabitants to a square mile of territory.

With the exception of Rhode Island, which has 112.97 for every

square mile, and New York and New Jersey, which have respect-

ively 79.33 and 67.33, the density is much more than 100 per

cent, greater than that of any other State. In 1850 the thirty-

one States together presented an area of 1,486,917 square miles,

with an average of 15.54 inhabitants to the square mile, while at

the same time the total area of the United States was 3,230,570,

with an average density of population of 7.2 to the square mile.

Thus we see that Massachusetts, although the smallest but three

of all the States, ranks the sixth in point of population, and first

as regards density.

Another subject of much interest elicited by the last census is

the nativity of the population. The peculiar political institutions

of this country, together with its vast amount of natural re-

sources, invite hither those of other nations who, on account of

the disturbed state of foreign governments, want of necessaries of

life or of employment at home, from a limited field of action or

an innate disposition to rove, leave the land of their birth to seek

other abodes for refuge or support, where they can engage in new
and extended fields of enterprise and usefulness. From a classi-

fication of the inhabitants according to places of birth, we are

enabled to perceive of what the country consists. Of the

19,9S7,571 individuals who compose the population of the

United States, 17,737,505 are known to be natives of the soil,

whereas 2,210,828 are of foreign birth, and 39,014 are of un-

known nativity. Of the whole number of foreigners, 1.965,518

reside in the free States, and the balance, 245,310, are residents
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in other parts of the Union. In Massachusetts alone, with a

population of 994,514, the number of foreigners is 160,909, and

those of unknown nativity, 3,539. Of the American born citi-

zens dwelling in Massachusetts in 1850, 695,236 were natives of

the Commonwealth, and 134,830 were born in other States.

The inhabitants of Massachusetts were found to admit of the

following classification, namely:

—
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When the census of 1850 was taken, many of the natives of

Massachusetts were found residing in other States, chiefly in

the non-slavcholding, amounting to 199,582. The following

Table shows the number in each State of the Union.

Natives of Massachusetts in oilier States, in 1850.
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BIRTHS.

By inspecting the first Table accompanying this Report, it will

be seen that the whole number of births during the year 1852,

was 29,802, an increase of 1,121 over the number of the preceding

year. Of these, 17,255. or 59.90 per cent., were of American

parentage; 10,991, or 36. 8S per cent., were of foreign parentage,

and 1,556, or 5.22 per cent., were of unknown parentage. The
number of males amounted to 15,246, or 51.16 per cent. ; of fe-

males, 14,432, or 4S.43 per cent.; and the sex of 124, or .41 per

cent., could not be ascertained. It is worthy of notice that the

number of births classed as of unknown parentage yearly de-

creases; and it is hoped that in future Reports the number may
be so inconsiderable as not to affect the deductions of statisticians

in such a degree as to be required in their calculations.

Owing to the great tide of emigration of an enterprising and

adventurous portion of our native born citizens, and the large

immigration from European nations, there has been a small gain

in favor of those born of foreigners, as was the case last year.

This will be made more manifest by an examination of the fol-

lowing Table, which has been enlarged from that of last year's

Report, by the addition of the results of registration for the year

1852, and the relative percentage of each of the counties, calcu-

lated with reference to the total number of births severally from

American and foreign parents. In order to make the Table more

useful for reference, the American and foreign population, accord-

ing to the census of 1850, is annexed. A few errors having escaped

notice in the general abstracts and tables of the Reports, care has

been taken to correct them as far as possible in the tables compiled

for the purpose of illustrating these observations.

13
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It will bo plainly perceived that the births of children of foreign

parents form an item of increasing importance in the registration

tables of Massachusetts. During the three years preceding the

twelve months embraced in this Report the actual number of

births of this description amounted to 24,523, making 29.87 per

cent, of all the births in this Commonwealth, and bearing the

ratio of 1 to 2 to those from American parents.

The addition of another year, 1852, to the account, shows an

increase of 10,991 births from foreign parents, being an increase

also in percentage. For the last four years, the Table shows, that

of children born in Massachusetts, 65,237 were those of American

parents, 35,514 of foreign parents, and 11,169 of parents whose

places of nativity were not ascertained; being 58.29 per cent, for

American, 31.73 per cent, for foreign, and 9.98 per cent, for those

of unknown parentage.

A glance at the same Table shows the relative percentage of the

American and foreign births in the several counties, and also the

percentage for each kind of birth in each county, compared with

the aggregate number of births throughout the State.

The proportion that one sex bears to the other among the births

has always been an interesting subject of inquiry among statisti-

cians. It has generally been supposed that the births of females

exceeded those of males. Especially has this been regarded as

holding true in Europe and other civilized portions of the eastern

continent. It is feared, however, that this opinion has been too

hastily formed from an analysis only of the censuses which have

been taken at various times, without examining the results of the

registration of births, and also without making due allowance for

the diminution that has occurred to the male portion, and which

is constantly happening, by wars, emigration, the common vicis-

situdes of life, and the great difference in degree in which males

are subjected to dangers and diseases. By the censuses taken in

England and Wales in 1801 and 1851, the increase of males was

ascertained to be about 97.14S per cent., or 1.367 per cent, annu-

ally ; and the increase of females during the same period was

97.212, or 1.367 per cent, annually. But of the children born

alive in England and Wales during the thirteen years, IS39 to

1851, inclusive, 3,634,235 were males, and 3,465,629 females
;

consequently 104,865 boys were born to every 100,000 girls that

were born; while to every 100,000 females living, there were

96,741 males living.
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On this point the results of registration in this Commonwealth
speak positively ; for in no year since the establishment of regis-

tration here have the births of females exceeded those of males.

During the last year, the capital of the Commonwealth proved an
exception to the above rule, as the number of females born exceed-

ed that of males, making an excess of eleven females. Throughout
the whole Commonwealth the excess was 814 in favor of the males.

The following Table, compiled from the present and preceding

Reports, shows the proportion of births among the sexes for the

last four years :

—

SEX.
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In Boston, the births arc collected by an agent in the employ of

the city-registrar. This duty has been performed, during the last

four years, in the months of May and January. From the Report

of Artemas Simonds, Esq.. made to the city council in January

last, it appears that in the metropolis there were 5,068 births in

IS49 ; 5,279 in 1S50 ; 5,338 in 1851 ; and 5,308 in 1852 ; which is

an average increase of 60 each year, the greatest variation being 21

1

and the least 30. The registrar remarks, that "it will be seen that

the females born in 1852 exceed the males by six, a result so un-

expected that a reexamination of the canvasser's original minutes

has bean made, but without discovering error. In former years

the preponderance has been strongly males. During the four years

past, the births have been, 10,712 males, and 10.281 females." Of

the parents of these children, 375 fathers and 518 mothers were

natives of Boston; 475 fathers and 409 mothers were natives of

Massachusetts; 1.0SI fathers and 1,733 mothers were Americans
;

and 3,479 fathers and 3,451 mothers were foreigners. The nativity

of 96 fathers and 72 mothers were not ascertained.

The following Table shows the relative proportion of births

and deaths throughout the Commonwealth for the year 1852,

and the excess of births over the deaths :

—

COUNTIES.

Barnstable,

Berkshire,

Bristol,

Dukes,
Essex,

Franklin,

Hampden,
Hampshire,
Middlesex,
Nantucket,
Norfolk,

Plymouth,
Suffolk,

Worcester,

Totals,

814
1,942

2,158
101

3,928
759

1.343

862
4,857
134

2,754

1,481

5,612

3,757

29,802

Deaths.

426
797

1,373

68
2,390
521
872
620

2,776
157

1,305

818
3,876

2,483

18,482

Excess of B'ths.

388
445
785
33

1,538

238
471
242

2,081
23

1,449

663
1,736

1,274

11,320

The above Table shows a very large excess of births over

deaths. Middlesex, which stands first as to births and second as

to the number of deaths, exhibits an excess of 2,031 births over

the number of deaths.
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The principal cities and towns show similar results :-

103

TOWNS.
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The whole number of children of both sexes stillborn in 1S52,

as returned to the Secretary, are 598. Of these, 264 were males,

211) females, and 121 of unknown sex. Nearly one-half of these

births occurred in Boston alone. For the four years last past,

there were of this description of births, 2,050; of which 549 were

males, 390 females, and 1,105 unascertained. One-half of these

also, happened at Boston. It will be perceived that where the

sex was known the number of males exceeded that of females by

a very large percentage.

It is a matter of much regret that greater attention is not given

in making the primary records of deaths in regard to the sex of

stillborn children. These have as great a bearing upon the ques-

tion of proportion of sex as do the births of children that live.

When the deaths are treated of, it will be noticed that more

females than males have died during the time that the registra-

tion laws have been in force, which is the converse of the truth

in regard to births. This fact is remarkable, as by the censuses

which have been taken during the same period of years, the num-

ber of females much exceeds that of males. To fully account for

this fact, would be an interesting subject of inquiry for those en-

gaged in statistical studies.



1852.] RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 105

MARRIAGES.

The whole number of marriages which have been solemnized

within this Commonwealth, as far as can be known from the

registration returns, amounted, in 1852, to 11,578. Of these, 7,702

are set down in the general abstract as between parties of Ameri-

can birth; 3,767 as between foreigners, and of 1U9 the places of

nativity were not ascertained. Compared with the preceding

year, there is a falling off of 388.

As to the classification into those of Americans and foreigners,

as exhibited in the Massachusetts Abstracts, there is much uncer-

tainty; for no notice has been taken of intermarriages of Ameri-

cans with foreigners. This can and should be remedied in future

Abstracts.

The number of marriages of foreigners has somewhat increased,

whereas there have been fewer matrimonial connections among
the American portion of the community. This fact is particularly

evident in the returns from the city of Boston. The following

Table, extracted from the last report of the city-registrar, exhib-

its this fact very distinctly :

—

The Marriages Recorded in Bostonfor 1852, with the Nativity of the Parties.

BIRTHPLACES.
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In 1,022 cases both parties are described as belonging to Boston;

in 3S3, as non-residents; in 287, the female a resident and the

male a non-resident; and in 94, the male a resident and female a

non-resident.

The following remarks of Mr. Simonds are so much to the

point, and agree so well with the observation of other recording

officers, that they are inserted here for the benefit of those who
cannot avail themselves of his valuable report :

—

4 ' The promptness of the regular clergymen of Boston generally,

in making marriage returns, in strict compliance with law, de-

serves commendation.

"On or before the tenth of each month, most of the certificates

of the preceding month are returned and recorded. Many make

returns forthwith. A few seem not to appreciate the obligations

of law, and need repeated calls to a compliance. Doubtless a

considerable number of marriages have been solemnized in Boston

during the past year which are unrecorded, the officiators being

non-residents, or clergymen from abroad who do not practically

regard the law of this Commonwealth.

"On glancing over the registry of marriages for the year, some

rather remarkable matrimonial alliances are noticed. The oldest

bridegroom was a widower of 76 years, to a widow of 43 years.

The couple of the greatest united ages is an Irish widower of 65

years with a widow of 60 years. The couple of the least united ages

are Irish, the bridegroom being 18 years, the bride 16 years. Two
Italian girls of 14 and 15 years, the parents consenting; have been

married to their countrymen of 22 and 21 years. Among such as

are of quite dissimilar ages are found bridegrooms and brides of

the respective ages of 40 and 19 years, 34 and 17, 37 and 17, 70

and 33, 42 and 19, 45 and 19 years. Few, comparatively, marry

in extreme youth, or in very advanced age. The first marriage

of males is mostly from 21 to 30 years, of females, from 18 to 28

years.

"In entering intentions of marriage and granting certificates,

the present practice in this office is in accordance with the advice

of the city-solicitor, and the former usage of the city-clerk, so far

as the law of 1850 agrees with the old law.

" Under this practice, one or both parties must be a resident of

the city, making Boston his or her home, to be entitled to a certi-

ficate. If one of the parties resides in another city or town in
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Massachusetts, the applicant is informed that the entry should

also be made, and a certificate be obtained from the clerk, in the

other place.

"A different and more liberal practice prevails in some other

places, where certificates are issued to non-residents. This is

proved by certificates returned to this office for record, the parties

having been married in Boston. The adoption of this practice

here would add hundreds of dollars annually to the revenue col-

lected in this office, and subtract from the fees of clerks elsewhere.

" The different constructions now put upon the marriage laws

by clerks and clergymen, seem either to require their revision, or

authoritative explanations of the present statutes, by the secretary

or the attorney-general of the Commonwealth. It is certainly

important that the laws should be construed uniformly through-

out the State."

The following list will show the proportion of American and

foreign marriages, in some of the principal towns of this Com-
monwealth :

—

TOWNS. Whole Xo. Foreign.

Abington,
Boston,

Cambridge, -

Charlestown, -

Chicopee,

Fall River, -

Fitchburg,

Framingham,
Gloucester, -

Lawrence,
Lowell,

Lynn, -

Milford,

New Bedford,

Newburyport,
Northampton,
Pittsfield,

Plymouth,
Quincy,
Roxbury,
Salem, -

Springfield, -

Taunton,
Watertown, -

Worcester, -

60
2,686
240
229
227
80

126
63
98
252
667
162
117
246
212
151
119
60
67

240
212
208
113
72

229

59
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Arranged by counties, we find the following results relating to

the marriages during the four past years, 18 19-52 :

—

COUNTIES.
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—the whole covering the space of nine years from January 1,

1844, to December 31, 1852,—has been prepared, and follows. It

moreover exhibits the result of the registration for the year 1852,

compared with the aggregate of nine years, and also the percent-

ages :

—

WHOLE NO. PERCENTAGE.

1852. Nine Y'rs. 1S52. Nine Y'rs.

January,

P'ebruary,

March,
April,

May,
June,

July,

August,
September,
October,

November,
December,

Totals,

1,004

884
670
907
993
882
823
784

1,011

1,132

1,477

909

11,536

5,606
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In regard to the usual age for contracting marriage in Massa-

chusetts, the most common age for a first marriage of both parties

is from 20 to 25 for both sexes. The next period is for males of

20 to 25 to females under 20. The third period is for males of 25

to 30 to females of from 20 to 25. Of marriages where both con-

tracting parties were under the age of twenty years, 156 are enu-

merated. The oldest persons who have entered upon hymenial

responsibilities for the first time, during the past year, were two

males between the ages of 70 and 75 years, to females upwards

of 80 years of age. There were 9,511 marriages of parties for the

first time.

Among the first marriages of males to widows, the largest

number (thirty-three) was of males from 25 to 30 with females

of 20 to 25. The whole number of this description amounted

to 360.

In subsequent marriages of males, but first of females, the

largest number took place at ages from 35 to 40 among males and

from 20 to 25 among females. Of the whole class, there were 952

marriages.

There were 543 marriages of widowers and widows, the largest

number being of widowers from 40 to 45 to widows from 35 to 40.

The conditions of the contracting parties of 212 are not stated

in the returns.

The aggregate number of marriages of all conditions of parties

was 11,578. Of these, the favorable age seems to have been from

the ages of 20 to 25. More males and females, considered sep-

arately, were married at this period of life than at any other.
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DEATHS.

Compared with former years, the last does not appear to have

been one of great mortality. The number of deaths returned to

the Secretary's office for the year 1852 falls short of that returned

during the previous year, by 452. In 1849, there were 1,941

more deaths within the Commonwealth, according to the regis-

tration of that year, than are exhibited in the general abstract of

this year. This may be in part accounted for by the great prev-

alence of zymotic diseases, especially of cholera, dysentery and

scarlatina.

The whole number of deaths during the year amounted to

18,482 ; of these, 8,978 were of males, and 9,396 of females; and

in 10S instances the sex was not ascertained.

Of the 18.332 deceased persons whose ages were obtained, the

aggregate number of years made 509,260 years, or an average age

of 27.78 years for each individual.

According to the rule laid down by those conversant with mort-

uary statistics, more females have deceased than males, the excess

being for the entire year, 318; whereas in the same year the births

of males exceeded those of females by 814.

The months of August and September have, as usual, proved to

have been the most sickly, if any judgment can be formed from

the bills of mortality; there having occurred severally, 2,068 and

2.093 deaths in these months.

The period of life in which the mortality was the greatest, has

been during the first year of existence, in which 3,750 infants have

deceased. The number of deaths which have occurred under the

ago of five years was 6,914, being more than one-third of the

whole number of deaths of the year. Five centenarians have

departed during the past year. Four of these were females ; one of

whom was a resident in Great Barrington, in Berkshire County;

another, aged 100 years, 9 months and 27 days, died in Nan-

tucket; the third died in Lexington, in the county of Middlesex,

at the advanced age of 104 years and 15 days; and the fourth

died in Canton, Norfolk County, aged about 100 years. The
male died in Ashburnham, Worcester County, at the age of 99

years, 11 months and 20 days, if the figures have been read cor-
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rcctly. It will be perceived that a majority of those that died

under five years of age were males, and of those who lived to the

greatest age, were females. This lias generally been the case;

and on this point the registration abstracts confirm the universally

acknowledged rule.

No table has been prepared to show (he relative death of natives

and those of foreign birth. It seems desirable that in future ab-

stracts this element should be regarded, as the subject is one that

is now awakening considerable interest among those engaged in

the study of the statistics of deaths. A matter of much import-

ance to this class of inquirers would be to ascertain the proportion

which exists in this Commonwealth between the deaths of chil-

dren of American and foreign parents. There is good reason to

believe that the early mortality of the offspring of our own coun-

trymen is much exceeded by that of the children of immigrant

parents, especially in the large cities and thickly inhabited towns.

There is very little doubt that the duration of life in this commu-

nity is less with the Celt than with those of Teutonic blood, and

that everywhere the expectation of life is lower among the needy

and destitute, with those poorly clad, scantily fed and living hived

together in under-ground and unventilated apartments, than it is

with the prosperous and well-conditioned. Yet we have insuffi-

cient proof in the form of statistical tables to establish this as a

principle or refute it as a visionary theory; and need very much

the record which successive abstracts, carefully digested from

exact returns, can furnish for this purpose.

It is commonly believed that the pure bracing air of the moun-

tain regions of Massachusetts are the most favorable to health,

and especially as regards that of persons of a consumptive dispo-

sition, and also that the sea breezes and salt sea air of the sea-

board towns conduce to the health of those afflicted with scrofu-

lous diseases. Under mention of these diseases, in a subsequent

part of these remarks, will be found Tables which will in a degree

show how much credence should be given to these opinions.

A very interesting set of tables, supplementary to the general

abstract, giving all the deaths which have occurred during the

year, arranged for each county according to the fatal disease, and

also according to the twelve calendar months of the year, would

add much to the value of future abstracts. These tables, per-

haps for the great space they would occupy, and the labor which

would be necessary in properly preparing them, have never been
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compiled for the Registration Reports. For the observations now

submitted to the public, a few Tables of a more extended nature

than has been customary in these Reports, have been prepared

with much labor, to elucidate certain facts connected with several

important diseases, and will be found in their proper places.

In 1850, when facts for the seventh census of the United States

were collected, it appeared that the mortality for the whole Union

during the year was 320,433, the ratio being as ten to each 720 of

the living population. The census board, in collecting material

relating to the mortality of the United States, at the same time

they were obtaining the usual information concerning the existing

population, have conferred a great favor upon those who are

making investigations in the wide and interesting field of mort-

uary statistics. The detailed results of the labors of that board

are printed, and will undoubtedly afford more valuable facts con-

cerning the vital statistics of this country than were ever before

collected in taking the census.

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths in the

United States during the year ending on the first of June, 1S50,

arranged according to the States and Territories in which they

occurred :

—
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Louisiana and Ulah, alone, were there more deaths to the number

of persons living.

How much dependence can be placed in the results which

would be deduced from the foregoing Table, it is impossible* to

say; it being the first of the kind ever attempted in the national

census. No doubt it requires much verification before it can be

relied upon with sufficient confidence. Undoubtedly Massachu-

setts gave the fullest and most perfect return of deaths, as the

custom of the towns has been, from the earliest days of its politi-

cal existence, to record the decease of persons within their limits,

and a very complete system of registration was in existence here

at the time of taking the census. One great cause of deaths in

this Commonwealth arises from the great number of births of for-

eigners, as a large proportion of the children of this class of our

inhabitants die young.

In order to give an idea of the expectation of life in Massachu-

setts at its various periods, the following Table has been copied

from the valuable Report of Joseph C. G. Kennedy, late Superin-

tendent of the United States Census, submitted to Congress on

the first of December, 1S52. From an examination it appears to

have been prepared with much care, and may be considered as

very nearly approaching the truth. It shows the average annual

percentage of deaths in this Commonwealth, and Maryland, sev-

erally for males and females; and similar columns for England, for

the year 1841, are placed beside, for comparison :

—

Annual Deaths per cent.—1850.
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The following Table, calculated by Mr. L. W. Meech, extracted

from the Census Report for December, 1852, shows the relative

expectation of life in Massachusetts, Maryland, England and

France, for both sexes, in periods of ten years :

—
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

The various diseases which have combined to produce, during

the year 1852, 18,052 deaths, will be found in Table VII., alpha-

betically arranged, showing the number severally among males

and females, for every month throughout the year, and also for

the various periods of life, arranged by decades. For 420 deaths

there have been no assigned causes, and many of the returns

show a gross neglect in ascertaining the true causes of mortality.

This has been alluded to in another part of these Observations,

and is only mentioned here to draw notice to the fact, and to re-

quest that greater attention may be paid hereafter in collecting

material so essential in calculations of the results of different dis-

eases, upon persons of various ages, in each month of the year,

and in every town throughout the Commonwealth.

As far as can be judged from the abstracts, there has been no

very fatal epidemic disease prevalent during the year. If from the

number of deaths produced by known causes, that of the stillborn

be discounted, the whole number will be reduced to 17,464, which

is a diminution by 337 from the account of last year.

For the purpose of aiding those who may wish to investigate the

relative mortality of some of the most common diseases which are

affected by locality, season and age, the deaths by a few of this

kind of disorders have been selected for special classification, and

will be found in the following pages, arranged in various tables

according to their occurrence in the different counties of the State,

during each of the twelve calendar months, and also for the usual

decadal periods of life. It would be a very useful feature in the

Massachusetts Registration Reports if this plan could be carried

out from year to year, selecting for successive years such diseases

as have not been specially treated of in this way, and which, on

account of accidental causes, may acquire an unusual and tempo-

rary importance with inquirers.

In order to give a clear and comprehensive view of the deaths

as they have occurred during the last four years, from 1819 to

1852, inclusive, the following Table has been prepared from

this and previous Registration Reports :

—
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There were 377 deaths by cholera infantum during the past year

—212 of males, 102 of females, and 3 of unknown sex, being 2.09

per cent, of all the deaths within the Commonwealth in the year.

Two of these are set down as having occurred to children over

five years of age and under ten. The Tables show that the

greatest number died im Middlesex County, and that for four

years past, the same has been' true. For the years 1810 to 1852,

inclusive, 1,371 children are registered as having died of this

disease, and it is believed that if the truth was known, many

others set down in the Tables as having died of other complaints,

as perhaps cholera, dysentery, diarrhoea, teething and infantile, act-

ually came to their death by this disease. It will be also noticed,

in the Table by Counties, that there is a great difference of mor-

tality in the various parts of the State; that, in Middlesex County

the average number of deaths by this disease was one in every

473 inhabitants, according to the census of 1850; that, in Berk-

shire and Franklin, the ratio was for each, one in about 4.000;

while in Dukes and Nantucket combined, the ratio was only one

for 12,992. Nearly one-quarter of all the deaths in these years by

cholera infantum, are registered as having occurred in Middlesex.

Of these deaths, by far the greatest percentage was in the months

of August and September, the last month exceeding the former by

twenty-one fatal cases.

C roil p__vy as uncommonly fatal in 1S52, particularly in the

months of January, November and December, and with children

under five years of age; although quite a large number, seventy-

one, died between the ages of 5 and 10, and one upwards of twenty

years old. The whole number was 429, of which 243 were boys

and 178 girls, 8 belonging to the class of unknown sex. They

were scattered very regularly all over the State, 310 occurring in

the nine eastern counties, and 113 in the five western counties.

Diarrhoea.— The number of deaths by this disorder was 132,

falling 16 short of the number iu last year's Report. Almost all

of these are returned from Suffolk, Middlesex, Essex and Norfolk

Counties, and occurred chiefly in July, August and September,

among children under five years of age, and adults. How many

of the deaths reported under this head actually belong to it, cannot

be readily ascertained; but there are reasonable doubts that many

of them are attributable to other causes.

Dysentery— One of the principal fatal diseases of the State,

shows the following deaths, for four years :—
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Dysentery takes off its victims at the rate of from S to 1 3 per

cent, of all the deaths, but has not been so destructive during the

year 1852. The same remark holds good in respect to all diseases

of the bowels, which have been uncommonly light during the year.

As this disease is so much affected by extraneous causes, it has

been selected as one for which a more comprehensive set of Tables

should be prepared. The whole number of deaths by dysentery

is reported to have been 1,018; of which 508 proved fatal to males,

504 to females, and 6 to individuals whose sex was not ascertained,

being but 5.64 per cent, of the whole number of deaths. The ac-

count of the previous year enumerates 1,674 deaths by the same
cause, being more than 9 per cent, of the whole mortality. This

disease proved far more fatal during the month of September than

it did in other months, as over 34 per cent, of the deaths by it

occurred in that month. August, however, proved nearly as

sickly with dysentery as did September. The Tables for four

years show the same result, and also that of the 6,335 deaths.

3,845, over 60 per cent, of all the deaths by it, were among chil-

dren under five years of age. The fact that so large a proportion

died in infancy, leads one again to doubt the accuracy of the re-

turns, as far as the true causes of death are concerned. The
counties of Plymouth, Dukes and Nantucket, Suffolk, Berkshire,

and Middlesex, seem to have been, in the order named, most for-

tunate in mortality, whereas Hampshire, Hampden, Worcester and

Franklin were most afflicted.

Erysipelas— Has not increased in mortality since last year.

The same number of fatal cases are reported this year as last. It

seems to have been governed a great deal by the same causes

which have generally been active in producing typhoid fevers.

Having increased for several years, until in 1850 the mortality re-

sulting from it had amounted to the considerable number of 195,

it was feared by the medical profession that it would have to be

soon ranked high among the chief destroyers of the human race.

Fortunately, however, in 1851 there were fewer deaths by it than

in the previous year, and in 1852, with undoubtedly a greater pop-

ulation, the number of deaths by it are 163, the same as last year,

although its proportion with the sexes being reversed, the males

who have died in consequence of it being S7, and the females 76.

Judging from the Four Years' Tables which follow, it seems to

have prevailed in Suffolk County; for in that county there has

been an average, in four years, of one death in every 785 living

inhabitants.
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In Barnstable and Essex there has been but one death in four

years by erysipelas in over 2,00!), and in Dukes and Nantucket only

one in over 4,(100 inhabitants. It affected all ages, more particularly

children under 5 years of age, and adults between the ages of 20 and

40. Its greatest mortality was in March, April and May; through

the remaining months of the year it was very evenly distributed.

Intermittent and Remittent Fevers— Have together

produced but 24 deaths in four years.

The number of deaths by Hooping Cough, Influenza
and Measles have diminished since last year. In fact, consid-

ering the great number of persons who are in the course of a year

afflicted with these maladies, they should not be classed among
destructive diseases. Undoubtedly most of the deaths attributed

to measles occurred from a combination of other causes, and possi-

bly should be charged to the accounts of bronchitis, pneumonia

and croup. Probably some of the deaths set down to hooping

cough were also from the same causes. Influenza, although it is

often among us as an epidemic, seldom proves fatal, and then

chiefly to aged and infirm persons.

Typhus Fever— Always an alarming and destructive dis-

ease in Massachusetts—was less fatal in 1S52 than usual. The
whole number of deaths by this disease during eleven years

and eight months, ending December 31, 1852, were 7,191, being

more than 5 per cent, of the mortality of the Commonwealth. In

1852 the number of deaths reported was 665, a diminution of 108

from that of the year 1S51, being only 3.6S per cent, of the aggre-

gate number of deaths from all specified causes. In Suffolk, Wor-

cester, Norfolk and Berkshire Counties, it has been most fatal, and

in Barnstable, Bristol and Plymouth, the deaths by it have been

more sparing. The deaths have been most frequent in winter and

autumn, and among very young children and persons between the

ages of 15 and 40 years. In the Tables of Massachusetts it in-

cludes all the deaths reported to be caused by typhoid fever,

bilious fever and ship fever, and therefore enters into the calcula-

tions in the Tables on pages 127 and 128 of these Observations.

The months in which the greatest mortality occurs from typhus and

bilious fevers are September and October, particularly the latter;

and in 1852, January was nearly equally so. This was very

decidedly the case in 1852, there having been 109 deaths in

October, and 74 in January, as will be seen in the Tables which

follow.
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Scarlatina— Or, as it is most commonly called, Scarlet Fever,

—is always a terrible disease with us. It is more fatal than any

other of the Zymotics, excepting dysentery, and was peculiarly so

in 1852, causing 843 deaths, when only 33 persons are classed as

having died of smallpox. Being a disease which usually receives

particular attention from men engaged in medical practice, a set of

Tables have been prepared for the purpose of exhibiting the relative

mortality of this disease as it has occurred in the different coun-

ties, for each of the twelve months, and also according to

different ages, arranged in periods that exhibit its doings in

Massachusetts for the last four years, and which may be seen

at one view. On a close examination of these Tables it will be

perceived, that out of the 2,816 fatal cases which have occurred

within four years, 1,143 were in 1S49, 441 in 1850, 389 in 1851,

and 843 in 1852. In 1849 the deaths by this disease formed very

nearly 6 per cent, of all the deaths in the State, and in 1852

nearly 5 per cent. Viewing this disease with reference to the pe-

riod embraced within the Tables, the following results are notice-

able : It has been most fatal during the first six calendar months,

producing more deaths in March than in any other, and being

less afflictive in September and October; although in 1852 the

greatest number of deaths occurred in November and December.

Over 70 per cent, of the deaths by this disease were among chil-

dren under 5 years of age, and over 90 per cent, under 10. In

Barnstable, Franklin and Hampshire the deaths have been few.

This disease is one of considerable importance, and has received

much attention from medical men, too often defeating the skill

and efforts of the most successful practitioners. It is to be

regretted that the Registration Abstracts cannot enter into the

details of the various types of this disorder. One type usually

prevails in the winter and spring, and chiefly attacks persons of

delicate habits, as women and children ; another type, on the

contrary, usually rages in summer and autumn, and fastens upon

the vigorous and robust. In 1801, and in the fall and winter of

1833, scarlatina raged especially. As fatal as it has been in later

years, it is believed that it has never attained the same degree of

virulence which it possessed during those years. Although this

disease is infectious and often epidemic, it rarely attacks the

same individual twice, and on this account is chiefly confined to

children under puberty, as will be noticed in the Tables which

follow.

17
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Smallpox.— There have been but 33 deaths from this cause

during the year; indeed, it has not raged badly since 1S50,

when it proved faial to 334. During the last year the mortality

which it caused was only about one-sixth of one per cent, of the

entire number of deaths throughout the State, and for eleven years

and eight months the number of deaths by it did not exceed one-

half of one per cent.

The other diseases of this class have produced so few deaths

during the period of Massachusetts registration, that it is unneces-

sary to enter into their details.

Diseases of Uncertain Seat.—The diseases which are specified

in this class are enumerated under fourteen specific names. Many
of these are very doubtful in their character, and no doubt a large

number strictly belong elsewhere, such as debility, dropsy,

hemorrhage, infantile, inflammation, mortification, and those gen-

erally denominated sudden. It would be gratifying if sufficient

attention could be given, by those who collect the materials for

registration, to ascertain and report correctly the true causes of the

numerous deaths of this class. As it is, there appears to be a

diminution of these cases, as 4,488 occurred in 1852, whereas 5,144

occurred in 1851, 7,520 in 1849, and the large number of 40,680

in the eleven years and eight months of registration.

One disease of this class, Scrofula, has been singled out for

more careful examination. The Tables prepared for showing the

deaths by this disease indicate that during the year 1852, 90

persons died in consequence of its severity. Of these, 54 were

females and 36 were males. This is an augmentation over 1851,

which was also an increase over the preceding year. There were

316 deaths by scrofula during the last four years, as returned and

registered in the Secretary's office; namely, 151 of males, 162 of

females, and 3 the sex of whom was unascertained. From the

frequent occurrence of strumous affections, it is impossible to be-

lieve that the reports contain any thing like the full number of

deaths that should be included with this class of diseases. With

such material as has been furnished, it is apparent that scrofula is

becoming more fatal than heretofore. The deaths are very evenly-

distributed through the different months of the year, as will be

observed in the Tables which follow.
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In regard to the distribution of scrofula through the Common-
wealth for the four years 1849-52, it appears to have produced

the greatest mortality in Suffolk, Worcester, Hampden, Bristol,

Middlesex and Franklin, and the least in Plymouth, Hampshire,

Barnstable, Norfolk and Berkshire, if Dukes and Nantucket are

excepted, in which there were no deaths attributed to its causa-

tion. The ages to which it has proved most destructive are,

under 5, 133 deaths, or 41.83 per cent, of all the deaths by it

throughout the year; and 36 deaths between the ages of 20 and
30 years.

Diseases of the Nervous Organs.—The number of deaths by
this class of diseases has continued to augment from year to year,

in about the same ratio with the increase of population. Under

this head are included many important affections. The number
of deaths caused by this class have been, during the year, 2,014,

and 7,369 in the last four years, and 13,427 during the eleven

years and eight months of registration. The most frequent cause

of death was hydrocephalus, which has been fatal in 440 instances

during the year. After dropsy of the brain, convulsions, and

next cephalitis (inflammation of the brain) have been the most

deadly. Both sexes have shared very evenly the past year in

mortality by the most fatal disorders of this class.

Diseases of the Respirative Organs.—This class of maladies

generally ranks next to Zymotic diseases in producing mortality;

but the deaths reported as caused by it in 1852 amounted to 5,232,

exceeding those by Zymotics by 744. This is not owing to a very

large increase of deaths in this class, but to a much smaller num-
ber by the former. Consumption and pneumonia are by far the

most prominent of its diseases, producing 4,976 deaths out of

5,232.

Consumption— Is the most destructive to life of all the

diseases which are known in Massachusetts. During the time

that there has been registration in this Commonwealth, there have

been recorded 30,886 deaths by consumption. From the Tables

for four years, which have been prepared with reference to this

disease, many interesting facts may be deduced. During this

period, the whole number of deaths have been set down as

amounting to 15,270, or about one in every 65 of the population,

taking the census of 1850 as the guide, and 470 to every 1,000 of

the whole number of deaths produced by specified diseases.
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More than ten persons have died of this complaint, on an aver-

age, for every day during the last four years, and nearly twelve a

day for the last year. The month of September shows the great-

est mortality, and February the least; nevertheless, there is a great

evenness throughout the year. During this time it was most fatal

with females, 9,021 of this sex having died to 6,221 of the other

sex: in other words, the percentage for female deaths has been

59.14 to 40.70 for male deaths leaving .16 per cent, for the deaths

of those whose sex has not been ascertained. Although Essex

and Berkshire Counties have been slightly the healthiest in regard

to consumption, yet there has been in general a very equal distri-

bution of the disease throughout the whole State. The greatest

proportion of deaths has occurred between the ages of 20 and 40

years. The large number of deaths of children under 5 years of

age, which have been attributed to this disease, as has been said

in a former part of these remarks, may have been caused by ma-

rasmus, or other diseases. In the bills of mortality the number of

deaths increases every year; but it is believed that the ratio to

the population does not vary much.

Pneumonia— or Lung Fever—The other great cause of

death, in the same class of disorders with consumption, numbered

821 deaths in 1852; of these, 449 were of males, and 371 of

females, and 1 of unknown sex. The greatest number of deaths

occurred among children under 5 years of age, and in the first

four months of the year.

Diseases of the Circulative Organs.—Under this class there

were 480 deaths in 1852, an increase over the previous year of 30,

and 103 more than occurred in LS50.

Diseases of the Digestive Organs.—Here again has been a

decrease .from last year. Enteritis, or inflammation of the

bowels, and Dentition, or teething, contribute mostly to the

deaths in this class, if we except disease of the organs,

which is very general in what it includes.

Teething.— Tables have been prepared to expose at one

view the deaths by teething, which undoubtedly borrows most of

its victims from cholera infantum, which has been considered on

pages 117-120.
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The whole number of deaths by teething, during the year, have

amounted to 309; 173 males and 136 females, all of which oc-

curred under the age of five years, and principally in the months

of August and September. An inspection of the accompanying

Four Years' Table will show the same result for a longer period;

and also that the greatest number of deaths from this cause have

occurred in Suffolk, Norfolk and Middlesex Counties, and the

least number in Berkshire, Franklin and Hampshire.

Diseases of the Urinative Organs.—This is a small class,

and comprises for the last year only S6 deaths, from four specified

disorders ; which is a decrease of 18 from the Report of last year.

About one-ninth of these occurred in the city of Boston, where

it is believed, in future, there will be less disease of the kind, on

account of the use of pure water, lately introduced there by aque-

duct from Cochituate Pond.

Diseases of the Integumentive Organs.— This is another

small class of maladies, and shows the record of only 6 deaths

during the last year, and but 132 for the whole period of regis-

tration.

Old Age is assigned as the cause of 960 deaths. In 1849 there

were 93S deaths from this cause ; 763 in 1850 ; 908 in 1851, and for

eleven years and eight months, 8,481. During the last four years

the number of deaths was 3,569; of these, 1,454 were of males,

and 2,113 of females, 2 being of unknown sex. The months of

greatest mortality may be arranged in the following order: Jan-

uary, March, February, April and December. July and August

produced the least number of deaths. Compared with the popu-

lation, the greatest proportion died in the counties of Hampshire,

Plymouth and Franklin. Over the age of SO years, there were in

the same period 2,559 deaths, making 71.70 per cent, of all under

this class; between 70 and 80, 890 deaths; between 60 and 70,

89 deaths; 6 under 60, and 25 of unknown age.

Violence.— It is gratifying to notice that none died in 1852, by
execution, hydrophobia, or starvation. Seven persons were mur-
dered, thirteen poisoned, one killed by lightning, forty-five by
intemperance, and three by malpractice. The most considerable

number (562) died in consequence of burns and scalds, drowning,
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suffocation and accidents not enumerated. Of 76 cases of suicide,

respectively, 14, 9 and 9 occurred in May, June and October; 49

were of males, and 26 of females, and one unascertained. During

the four years last past, 173 males and 74 females are reported

as having committed suicide; of these, 37 happened in the month
of May, 25 in August, and 24 in June; the fewest occurred in

January, October and July. None were in Dukes and Nantucket;

the largest number, compared with the population, was in Frank-

lin, and the smallest in Barnstable. The most common age was

from 40 to 50, then 20 to 40 and 50 to 60. Under 20, there were

9, and over 60, 42, one of which occurred in 1852 to a person

over 80 years of age.

It will be observed that the county of Suffolk shows a consid-

erable proportional mortality when compared with other counties.

In this connection it must not be forgotten that a large number of

deaths in the capital arise from the great number of sickly immi-

grants who are constantly arriving, and from the great mortality

that occurs among the young offspring of the same class of persons,

with which the city of Boston abounds. Nor must it be forgotten

that many sick and infirm persons from all parts of the State

resort thither for the benefit of the munificent public institutions

with which the city is endowed, and others, often as a last hope,

for a change of medical attendance and systems of treatment.

Besides these causes, it must be remembered that no allowance

has been made for the large relative increase of population in

Suffolk, which has been much greater than that in any other

county within the Commonwealth.
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OCCUPATIONS OF SUCH AS HAVE DECEASED.

Many interesting facts may be deduced from an examination of

the results of registration, as classified under this head. On a

cursory view, it will be perceived that, comparatively, as a class,

paupers have lived to the greatest age; then follow in succession,

agriculturists, public men, professional men, merchants, mechan-

ics, laborers and seamen.

Of the largest individual occupations, a few may be classed as

follow, with their average age at death :

—

Bank Officers, -
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NOTES.

The following remarks are considered of sufficient importance to be appended

as notes to the observations of this year, in accordance with the practice which

has heretofore prevailed in previous Reports; and for the information of those

who have the collection of materials for the returns which are annually made to

the Secretary's office.

Every successive year shows an increasing attention to the requisitions of the

registration law, and an evident desire to fulfil the intentions of this interesting

provision of the legislature. In a few particulars there are deficiencies as yet,

which can be prevented hereafter with very little trouble. Many of these will

undoubtedly suggest themselves to such persons as have been parties to the

delinquencies.

Especially to be attended to are the particulars of sex, parentage, nativity, and

cause ofdeath ; so that the opprobrium of having special columns of the abstracts

devoted to unknown, not stated and unascertained, may be entirely and forever

done away with in the future Reports of Massachusetts Registration.

It is also very desirable that the number of stillborn children and their sex

should be noticed in the returns.

In cases of extraordinary longevity, remarkable births, and peculiar causes of

death, returning officers cannot be too explicit.

No returns have been received from the town of Dennis, in Barnstable County,

since 1844. If thi3 arises from the fact that there have been no births, marriages

or deaths in that town, it should be so stated by the town clerk. Longmeadow,

in Hampden County, has furnished no return for this year.

It is believed that other towns, which have shown considerable remissness in

the particulars connected with marriages, have, since January, 1853, been more

attentive to the requisitions of law, and that consequently more perfect statistics in

this respect may be expected.


















